you the service which we have made it our duty to
offer them; on the contrary, they will fall over each
other in their eagerness to serve you. So you see, we
cannot afford to retain anything which might act as an
obstacle in the way of our prescribed acts of service.
Sannyasa, after all, is primarily an attitude of mind, a
purpose and a resolve. What has it to do with outer
vestments ? Renouncing the ochre is by no means synony-
mous with the renouncing of sannyasa. If, tomorrow, we
go off into the villages and start cleaning the lavatories,
do you suppose the people will let you move a finger
as long as you have the sanriyasi's ochre on your body?"
Satyadevji understood, but could not agree to this.
He came to me and said: CCI simply cannot do this. I
have donned this garb with a set purpose. I cannot
now discard it."
17. VIRTUES OF HAND-POUNDED RICE
Bapu's   mind  always   dwelt  on  fundamentals.   He
went to the root of every matter, and no part or aspect
of life was  too insignificant for his consideration.  His
friend  Kallenbach  had  always  said:    "What  you  say
may convince one, or it may not; but no one can possibly
doubt that there is deep and serious thought belSnd it."
When I went to the Ashram, I realized the. truth
of this for myself. I simply could not bring myself to
jrlike the Ashram rice, and I said to Bapu one day: "Is
"this rice or clay, Bapu? We never eat rice like this."
Bapu laughed. "I know, I know," he assured me, mirth-
fully, *T>ut do not be so hasty. Give it a chance to prove
its worth."
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